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' Compton group

PROTEST from Page1
Elementary School and Davis Middle
School.

“We’ve got children walking by
here on their way to school,” Fisher
said. “We’ve shut down liquor stores on
every corner. We don’t want marijuana
dispensaries replacing them.”

- Protestors gathered in front of the
two dispensaries, a converted church
and an apartment building, for about an
hour.

They chanted, “No marijuana in
Compton; take it somewhere else,”
while customers entered a dispensary
called “Budway,” located next to Great-
er Love Christian Outreach Ministries.

“What I'm loving about this scene
is that it’s black and brown standing to-
gether,” Fisher said.

~ Among the protestors were City

Councilwomen Emma Sharif and Janna

Zurita.
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saries. Sharif said it takes a coordinated
effort among those branches to shu
them down. ;

“Unfortunately, we have to €0
through a process, even with the laws
in place,” she said. “Some of the dis-
pensaries open with a business license,
which they can’t obtain as a dispensa-
ry. Then, the license inspector can shut
them down if they can prove that they
aren’t what they say they are.”

Sharif said that otherwise only City
Attorney Craig Cornwell has the legal
authority to close them, and he has to
go through the district attorney’s office.

Despite any protocol, Fisher said he
is “disturbed” that it’s taken the city at-
torney so long to close the dispensaries.

Mayor Aja Brown said that while
she does not approve of the presence
of the dispensaries in Compton, the city
might need to back a “secondary mar-

s want illegal pot dispensaries closed

- up,” she said. “We may need to consid-

er allowing shops that sell the supplies
for marijuana use or a delivery service
to other cities that sell it in order to
close the gap.” :

Resident Richard Earl said since
the city approved the ban on marijuana
dispensaries the number of dispensaries
has grown from 29 to 40, with some
closing down and re-opening two or
three times. '

Earl is circling a petition that calls
on Attorney General Jeff Sessions to in-
voke the federal Controlled Substances
Act of 1970, which classifies marijuana
as an illegal substance, and close recre- .
ational dispensaries.

Author and community advocate
Ron L. Dowell said treatment, an im-
portant aspect of the marijuana econo-
my, is often overlooked in discussions.

“We’ve got dispensaries comino in



